Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 8, 2014
East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room
Minutes

Present:  Chairperson Barbara Moore, Vice Chairman Kevin Reich, Council Members Patience Anderson, Ted Hintz, Jr., George Pfaffenbach, Mark Philhower and Philip Visintainer and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco.
Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Moore called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room. 

Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to adopt the agenda as amended, adding Item 9c – Set Date for Town Meeting and Budget Referendum.  Voted (7-0)
Approval of Minutes  
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Special Meeting and Regular Meeting of March 25, 2014 as written.  Voted (6-0-1)
Public Remarks
Sam Oliva, 45 East High Street, commented on the Route 66/196 project, noting his unhappiness with the Town Manager related to this project.
Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, thanked the Council members for attending the Welcome Home Ceremony on March 30th.  There will be another Welcome Home Ceremony on Sunday, April 27th at 1pm for US Army 1st Lieutenant Matthew Rogers and another Welcome Home Ceremony for additional veterans in May.  She also asked about the status of the map sign at the intersection of Route 66 and Main Street.
Mary Ann Dostaler, 56 William Drive, commented her concerns regarding the Appointments Sub-Committee.  She noted the number of applications on file, no interviews scheduled, the location of their last meeting and no correspondence to those individuals not being appointed.
Don Coolican, 18 West Lane, commented that as a member of the Board of Finance he voted against the budget as he feels it is too high.  He would like to see a 2.3% increase overall.
Presentations
None
Bids & Contracts 
Town and Board of Education Heating Oil & Diesel
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Reich, to authorize the Finance Director to purchase heating oil and diesel fuel from East River Energy through June 30, 2015.  Voted (7-0)
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations 
None
Continued Business 
Organizational Evaluation
Council members discussed the portions of the Organizational Evaluation that they liked and disliked.  A workshop will be held in the near future to discuss the report.  
Executive Summary for Police SOP
Council members reviewed the Police Standard Operating Procedure executive summary that outlines where changes could be made by Council.  This document will be considered a “living” manual that will need updates and review on a regular basis.  
A motion was made by Mr. Pfaffenbach, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to accept the Police Standard Operating Procedures as presented.  Voted (7-0)

Long Crossing Culvert

Mr. Maniscalco provided an overview of the Long Crossing culvert issue.  The culvert replacement does not qualify for federal reimbursement. There is State funding that could provide 48% reimbursement for the project however the cost of the project would be more if done by the State as the Town would most likely have to re-do the entire bridge.  If using Town funds only, engineering and design would be $12,500 and $70,000 for construction.  These amounts could be low end estimates.  Mr. Maniscalco will get information on the Pine Brook bridge project for the next meeting and will look into the possible State funding.
New Business 

Discussion and Possible Vote on 2014-2015 Budget
Ted Turner, Board of Finance Chairman, thanked the Town Manager, Finance Director and department heads for the work they did on this year’s budget.  The Board of Finance has proposed a $40,872,625 budget to the Town Council. This would be a 4.09% increase and 1.09 mill increase.  Finance Director, Jeff Jylkka, provided an overview of a bond issue payoff analysis.  Mrs. Moore presented proposed budget adjustments.  Council members discussed the budget and the impact of the bond payoff.
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to accept the budget as presented.  This motion was rescinded.


The budget will be voted on by Council at the April 22nd meeting.
Discussion of Number of Town Boards and Commissions
The Council reviewed the listing of current boards and commission, research by CCM on the number of commissions in other towns and the 2009 Functional Assessment Review and Recommendations.
Set Town Meeting and Referendum Date
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to set the annual Town Budget Meeting date of Monday, April 28, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room and the budget referendum date of Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at the East Hampton High School.  Voted (7-0)
Mrs. Moore announced that Red McKinney will be the moderator for the Town Meeting on April 28th.

Town Manager Report 

Sears Park Sea Wall – Visit to Park with Town Council & Anchor Engineering
Mr. Maniscalco reported that the winter ice and water has compromised the structural integrity of the sea wall at Sears Park.  He is exploring funding options to repair the wall.  He has also presented the Parks & Recreation Director with a list of items to be remediated at Sears Park and expects a response in approximately a week.
Ms. Moore mentioned that Lake Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 26th.
Priorities and Goals
Mr. Maniscalco presented the action item list for the Goals and Priorities for his departments.  He also presented the Town of East Hampton Recreational Space Report prepared by Ruth Checko, Parks & Recreation Director.
Main Street Grant Application
Ideas are being accepted for the Main Street Grant application.  It must be used as capital to revitalize a communities’ commercial center.  It was noted that the town really has three village centers – the village center on Main Street, the Cobalt intersection area and Middle Haddam.
Other

Mr. Maniscalco met with CL&P and the Police Chief to discuss a large piece of CL&P equipment that will be moved through Portland, East Hampton and Middle Haddam on its way to Haddam Neck in the middle of May.  This will be done at night and the town is being kept apprised of the process.
Town Council Liaison Reports
None
Appointments
In response to the earlier public comment, the Appointments Sub-Committee members feel that a member in good standing on a commission that is up for reappointment does not need to be interviewed.  They will be setting up interviews for some new appointments in the near future.
Tax Refunds
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $18.00.  Voted (7-0) 

Public Remarks 

Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, commented that she has seen children playing in the rain garden in Sears Park.  She also questioned the change in the entrance of the park and that it is not convenient for boaters.
Ted Turner, Board of Finance Chairman, commented that he will be doing some research on bonding rolling stock, as discussed during the budget topic.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements
The Clean Energy Task Force will be holding a meet and greet at the Public Library Community Room on Thursday, April 10th at 6:00 p.m.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. Voted (6-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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